Before
A Very Old Man With Enormous Wings
Subject Area: Language Arts Grade level: 7-8 Time: One class period
Objectives
1. The students will rewrite the plot of Gabriel Garcia Marquez's story,
“A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings” in their own words.
2. The students will judge the effectiveness of Marquez's use of magical
realism in enhancing the plot.
3. The students will justify their opinions of Marquez's story.
Suggested Procedures
1. I will present visual artistic representations of the story from
<http://www.stickman-studio.com/garcia.htm>. What do you think this
is a painting of?
2. The class will read the story out-loud. I will call on students
randomly to ensure that they continue to read along. This will take
approximately 27 minutes.
3. I will instruct the class to write a summary of the story on their own.
They will have five to ten minutes to write the summary.
4. The students will break up into groups. Each column of desks
will be one group.
5. Each group will pick a recorder and answer the following questions
as a group. I will write the questions on the white board as I ask them.
6.Have everybody in your group read their summary out loud to the
rest of the group. What do you think about the story, not Marquez's
writing, just the story? Do you think that the plot is an interesting plot
on its own? Do you think it really happened?
7. How does Marquez make this story interesting? How does he make
it true even
though it didn't really happen? How is Marquez's
story different from all of the other
stories we've read in this
class? What works and what does not work about magical
realism?
8. I will collect the group answers.
9. Homework will be to find one story to analyze in comparison to “A

Very Old Man”.

Evaluation
1. I will collect and grade the one page assignment
2. I will collect and check off the in-class plot write-up.
3. I will monitor small group discussion and collect written reactions to
magical realism in the story, and student opinions of the story.
After
A Very Old Man With Enormous Wings
Subject Area: Language Arts Grade level: 7-8 Time: One class period
Objectives
1. The students will write a one page paper on Gabriel Garcia Marquez
and the Latin American literary movement called “The Boom.”
2. The students will rewrite the plot of Gabriel Garcia Marquez's story,
“A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings” in their own words.
3. The students will judge the effectiveness of Marquez's use of magical
realism in enhancing the plot.
4. The students will justify their opinions of Marquez's story.
Suggested Procedures
1. I will present visual artistic representations of the story from
<http://www.stickman-studio.com/garcia.htm>. What do you think this
is a painting of?
2. Ask the students questions such as; Where was Marquez from? What
was his culture like? Who was Marquez's audience? What is magical
realism? Can you tell me what you know about 'the boom'?
3. I will collect the one page homework assignment from the night
before.
4. The class will read the story out-loud. I will call on students
randomly to ensure that they continue to read along. This will take
approximately 27 minutes.
5. I will instruct the class to write a summary of the story on their own.
They will have five to ten minutes to write the summary.

6. The students will break up into groups. Each column of desks
will be one group.
7. Each group will pick a recorder and answer the following questions
as a group. I will write the questions on the white board as I ask them.
8.Have everybody in your group read their summary out loud to the
rest of the group. What do you think about the story, not Marquez's
writing, just the story? Do you think that the plot is an interesting plot
on its own? Do you think it really happened?
9. How does Marquez make this story interesting? How does he make
it true even
though it didn't really happen? How is Marquez's
story different from all of the other
stories we've read in this
class? What works and what does not work about magical
realism?
10. I will collect the group answers and pass out Spanish copies of the
story to desiring students.
11. Homework will be to bring in the names of three authors of a
different ethnicity than their own. They will later choose one story to
analyze in comparison to “A Very Old Man”.

Evaluation
1. I will ask students various questions about what they learned about
Gabriel Garcia Marquez and his cultural background.
2. I will collect and grade the one page assignment
3. I will collect and check off the in-class plot write-up.
4. I will monitor small group discussion and collect written reactions to
magical realism in the story, and student opinions of the story.
Why the Changes
Curriculum content
The “before” plan almost completely ignores the fact that the story being read comes from a
distinct ethnic literature tradition. In contrast, the “after” plan provides historical basis for
understanding the culture of Marquez, encourages further reading of different ethnic authors,
including reading in non English languages, and causes students to associate certain literary
styles with ethnic traditions. In addition, the ‘After’ plan allows students to read the story in the
Spanish language. This is important because the classroom has a large Hispanic population.

Including Marquez’s work in the curriculum includes both the Hispanic population that Marquez
wrote about, and the Caucasian population that Marquez wrote to. The class contains one child
with Down Syndrome. By selecting students ‘at random’ to read aloud, the child with Down
Syndrome will be asked to read a shorter paragraph. This accommodation ensures that the
student is involved in the class, but not overwhelmed by an immense task. It also ensures that
the student will be successful at the task.

