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Prompts:
1. Select ONE (1) of the following passages: the opening of the novel, the description of Yll’s return
home from murdering Captain York, or The Musicians. Explain how the figurative language shapes the
tone and meaning of each passage.
2. Compare and Contrast and THREE (3) settlers’ view of Mars. Explore what their views are, why they
have those views, and how those views impact the story.
3. Contrast the Chicken Pox and Atomic War as types of apocalypse. Note that in the novel, both are the
fault of Earthlings. Does Bradbury have a political message? What is he saying about politics and
science?
4. Select ONE (1) story from the novel. Explain how the story fits into the novel as a whole and what Ray
Bradbury’s purpose for the story is. Additionally, analyze the story in terms of theme. What theme(s)
does this story convey? How does in compare to other stories in the novel about the same theme?
5. Select ONE (1) of the following themes:
 Nostalgia for the simplicity of wholesome, early twentieth-century, small-town life.
 The danger of nostalgia/wanting things to be the way they used to.
 The dividing line between reality and illusion.
 Humanity's inability to escape the past or to overcome preconceptions.
 The danger of rampant colonization.
 The reliance on technology.
Analyze this theme in terms of the novel. Which stories fit into your chosen theme? How do they represent
it? Why has Bradbury chosen to represent this theme/ what is he trying to teach us? Why is this theme
important?
*** Note: The grading of this paper will be based on the way in which you support your opinion with
evidence from the novel. You must use quotations in your analysis. No first person may be used.

