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The speaker of the poem urges her soul to rise and contemplate the majesty of God through the vastness and
orderliness of his creation. Though God himself is unseen, he is made manifest in the heavens and the earth
through such powerful objects as the sun. Wheatley takes the grandeur of the cosmos as proof of God's
sublime, divine imagination. The poem is shaped by the pattern of day's light being following by night's
darkness and the return of daylight on the following morning. Humans and the vegetative world require the
productive light of the day and the restorative darkness of night, so God is not only powerful but also
merciful. The poem ends with Reason and Love, personified, asking what most shows forth almighty God.
The poet's answer is that everywhere one looks one sees God's infinite love made visible; humans know him
through their senses. Reason falters and fails in the face of the Eternal. All that is left is for humans to praise
and worship.
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