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A Tale of Two Cities

Mr. Jarvis Lorry, an agent for the Franco-British banking house of Tellson & Co., brings young Lucie
Manette from London to Paris to find her father. He was imprisoned in the Bastille for 18 years, but is now
being kept above the wine shop of Mme. and M. Defarge until he can be taken safely back to England.

Back in England, Lucie becomes engaged to Charles Darnay, the nephew of a murdered French aristocrat
much hated by the revolutionaries in France. Lucie and Charles are married and have a child. During the
revolution, Charles returns to Paris to save an old family servant imprisoned by the revolutionaries. Charles,
however, is seized and brought to trial. Denounced by Defarge, he is condemned for the crimes of his family
against the people.

A close friend of the family, Sydney Carton, who strongly resembles Charles and secretly loves Lucie, now
acts to save Charles. Through deceit, he gains entrance to the prison and has Charles carried away, while he
remains behind, in his place. The Defarges also try to denounce Lucie and Dr. Manette, but they manage to
escape. Lucie and Charles return to England, but Sydney Carton dies at the guillotine, choosing to sacrifice his
life to secure the safety of his friends.

Although well researched, this book--Dickens’ only historical novel--is popular chiefly because of the
momentum of its ingenious plot. Seldom in literature are so many interesting characters swept along at such a
pace.
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