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What's in a name? That which we call a rose

Juliet:
"What's in a name? That which we call a rose
By any other name would smell as sweet."

Romeo and Juliet (11, ii. 1-2)

Romeo Montague and Juliet Capulet meet and fall in love in Shakespeare's lyrical tale of "star-cross'd" lovers.
They are doomed from the start as members of two warring families. Here Juliet tells Romeo that a name is an
artificial and meaningless convention, and that she loves the person who is called "Montague", not the
Montague name and not the Montague family. Romeo, out of his passion for Juliet, rejects his family name
and vows, as Juliet asks, to "deny (his) father" and instead be "new baptized" as Juliet's lover. This one short
line encapsulates the central struggle and tragedy of the play.

Copyright Notice

©2009 eNotes.com, Inc.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this work covered by the copyright hereon may be reproduced or used in any form or by any means
graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, taping, Web distribution or information

storage retrieval systems without the written permission of the publisher.

For complete copyright information, please see the online version of this work:
http://www .enotes.com/shakespeare-quotes

What's in a name? That which we call a rose 1



	Shakespeare Quotes: What's in a name? That which we call a rose

