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Samson Agonistes

Places Discussed

*QGaza. Philistine city. The prison is at once a literal punishment by the Philistines for the Nazarite Samson’s
Hebraic faith and fight against the Philistines and a metaphorical punishment for Samson’s betrayal of
himself and his God. Once metaphorically blind to Dalila’s treachery, Samson has been physically blinded by
the enemy to whom his wife has betrayed him. As the heart of Philistine power, Gaza marks first the nadir and
later the zenith of Samson’s faith and power. Each of his visitors, the chorus, his father (Manoa), Dalila, and
the giant from Gath, Harapha, allows him to show moral strength, revealing to him the strength of his faith
and the use to which God plans to put his restored physical strength.

Theater. Site where Philistines from Gaza and the surrounding cities gathered for the festival. The theater
becomes the focal point of irony and divine justice when Samson turns a potentially degrading spectacle of
enslaved strength into a triumphant act of faith, self-sacrifice, redemption, and the power of his God.
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