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Author Profile

The daughter of peripatetic social scientists, Margaret Mead chose anthropology as her discipline and came
under the influence of Ruth Benedict, her teacher at Barnard College. Mead’s groundbreaking book Coming
of Age in Samoa (1928) concludes with a chapter comparing her field studies to the education of American
girls. A prolific writer, Mead published such influential studies as Growing Up in New Guinea (1930), Sex
and Temperament in Three Primitive Societies (1935), Male and Female (1949), and People and Places
(1959), anthropology for children. Her autobiography, Blackberry Winter, was published in 1972.
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