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Madame Bovary

Emma Rouault, a farmer’s daughter, perceives herself as a romantic, a sensitive soul surrounded by clods and
dolts. Addicted to wild fantasies nourished by popular literature and art, she longs for a grand passion that will
somehow liberate her from her stultifying provincial existence. In time her reveries appear to affect her health,
causing Charles Bovary to move his medical practice from the village of Tostes to the somewhat larger town
of Yonville.

It is in Yonville that Emma, now a mother, will indulge her inclination towards a grand passion. From a
chaste friendship with the mild-mannered law clerk Leon, in whom she perceives a kindred romantic spirit,
Emma plunges headlong into a tawdry affair with the ruthless playboy Rodolphe, only to instigate a truly
physical affair with Leon after Rodolphe has deserted her. By that time, her fantasies have led her into
extravagance and crippling debt, leaving her open to blackmail on the part of her principal creditor. Charles
Bovary, oblivious as usual, is caught totally unprepared by Emma’s impulsive, yet slow and painful suicide.

In addition to the psychological portrait of Emma Bovary, the book is notable for its supporting characters,
frequent memorable scenes depicting rural French society, and, above all, for Flaubert’s painstaking attention
to language, pattern, and coloration in forging his much-admired prose style.
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