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James Justinian Morier

A characteristic of the Romantic period in English literature was the use of exotic material. All that James
Justinian Morier (MOHR-ee-ay) wrote contained this characteristic. At least to a degree, his work was
educational as well as entertaining, because it was about foreign people of the author’s own experiences.
Morier was born on January 8, 1784, at Smyrna, Turkey, son of a British consul of Huguenot extraction. After
education at Harrow in England, Morier himself served in the consular service in Persia.

Retiring in England on a pension in 1817, he wrote tales until 1824, when he was sent as a special
commissioner to Mexico. He is best known for The Adventures of Hajji Baba of Ispahan. Although foreign in
locale and picaresque in action, the material, based on fact, was treated realistically. In the sequel, The
Adventures of Hajji Baba of Ispahan in England, the purpose of social criticism was no longer veiled.
Morier’s later novels are sentimental and unreal, and at best they are but typical of the lighter reading of the
day. Morier died in Brighton, England, March 19, 1849.
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