At the Highest Levels: At the Highest Levels

©2009 eNotes.com, Inc. or its Licensors. Please see copyright information at the end of this document.

At the Highest Levels

Written in part during the crucial years 1989 to 1991, AT THE HIGHEST LEVELS keeps its promise to
provide readers with an insider’s view of what happened at key policy meetings, superpower summits, and
supposedly secret conversations at the end of the Cold War. With its direct quotes and uncannily close
descriptions of the talks, actions and plans of leaders like George Bush, Mikhail Gorbachev, James Baker, and
Edward Shevardnadze, historian Beschloss and journalist Talbott reveal their amazing access to the world of
people who have made recent history.

Beginning with newly inaugurated President Bush’s decision to order a “pause” in dealing with the Soviets
in early 1989, which intensely angered a Gorbachev interested in change and development, Beschloss and
Talbott chronicle how the leaders of the two superpowers tried, with often unexpected results, to end the
decade-long enmity between their two nations.

AT THE HIGHEST LEVELS fluently narrates how the personal resolve of top players influenced their
reactions to still breathtaking events: the fall of the Berlin Wall, the collapse of Communism in Eastern
Europe, fresh and sweeping new agreements about limiting nuclear and conventional forces, and finally the
breakup of the Soviet Union. All are presented from the perspective of the people at the centers of political
power. The book’s focus could not be more appropriate for the era of George Bush, who placed such great
emphasis on personal contacts, and achieved his biggest triumph—the forging of the anti-Saddam
coalition—following this strategy.

Ultimately, Beschloss and Talbott warn of the pitfalls of such an approach. They notice that Bush and
Gorbachev fell from power because of large-scale domestic problems which their personal efforts could not

mitigate. This negative outcome notwithstanding, like Bush and Gorbachev, AT THE HIGHEST LEVELS
operates from the premise that it is people who shape history.
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