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Author Profile

Born a slave, Frederick Bailey escaped to freedom in 1838, changed his name to Douglass, and soon began
delivering speeches throughout the North for William Lloyd Garrison’s American Antislavery Society. In
1845 the society published The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave. The book
became a best seller and secured Douglass’ position as the leading black abolitionist in the United States. The
volume was also published overseas, despite the efforts of Douglass’ British publisher to censor his criticism
of Christian slaveholders as hypocrites.

In 1847 Douglass split with Garrison and began publishing an antislavery newspaper, The North Star
(renamed Frederick Douglass’ Paper in 1851). Garrison’s supporters tried unsuccessfully to prevent
Douglass from producing a periodical to rival The Liberator, the American Antislavery Society’s journal.
Douglass editorialized in his newspapers about slavery, prejudice, politics, and other issues. In 1855 he
published My Bondage and My Freedom, which was more critical of slavery and slaveholders than the
Narrative had been.

After the Civil War Douglass stood as the most influential African American of his era. He later served as
marshal of the District of Columbia and U.S. minister to Haiti.
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