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Robert Jordan has been assigned the difficult military mission of blowing up a bridge behind enemy lines.
After making contact with a small band of guerrilla fighters, he plans the bridge-blowing operation against the
wishes of Pablo, the leader of the band. During the three-day period of the novel’s action, Robert Jordan falls
in love with Maria, a young woman living with the guerrillas. The two have an intense affair in which they
become committed to each other.

The structure of the novel is centered on the bridge-blowing operation, with flashbacks and narrative subplots
which reach out from this central focus to the larger incidents and issues of the war to create an epic scope.

Like other Hemingway heroes, Robert Jordan has a life filled with the enjoyment of simple, sensuous
pleasures--the experiences of eating and drinking, the brotherhood of comrades dedicated to living life fully,
the intense bond between man and nature. As the novel builds toward its climax, he also exemplifies the
Hemingway ideal of commitment to meaningful physical action.

Although fatally wounded, Jordan completes his mission. In his very struggle to live life in the best possible
way, whatever the cost, he achieves the status of a tragic hero, and thus he affirms our existence.
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