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The Courtship of Miles Standish

Places Discussed

*Plymouth. First English settlement in North America. A village at the time in which this poem is set,
Plymouth was built on the vacant townsite of the Pawtuxet Indians on the southeast coast of what became
Massachusetts. Longfellow describes the village in such a way as to make the reader feel a part of it. The
site’s earlier Pawtuxet occupants died from smallpox, which had apparently been contracted though contact
with English fishermen in the area. The wooded areas mentioned indicate the widely scattered nature of the
settlement, allowing room for gardens and growth, both of which were vital to the frontier setting.

Longfellow uses the region’s rugged coastline to establish a feeling of finality among Plymouth’s colonists.
The rocks, especially famous Plymouth Rock, represent both stability and hope for John Alden.

Wheat field. Longfellow’s use of this field is a constant reminder of the danger posed by local Native
Americans. In early 1621 the field was planted over the graves of settlers who had died during the winter,
supposedly so that the Indians would not know how many English settlers had perished. This dead reportedly
included Rose Standish, the wife of Miles Standish, and most of the family of Priscilla Mullins.
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