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Places Discussed

Kansas diner. Dingy Kansas restaurant where long-haul buses make rest stops. All three acts of the play occur
within this setting. The audience understands that the owner’s apartment is above the restaurant and there is a
privy out back. These facts emphasize the small-town nature and rural setting of the play. A sense of
bleakness, isolation, and loneliness pervades the play. The time is an hour after midnight, and snow is falling
heavily. Roads are closed, and the bus from Topeka will be forced to lay over.

When the bus arrives and its passengers and driver disembark, the lonely diner becomes alive with people,
each of whom reflects the isolation of the location with a similar isolation. Preoccupied by personal concerns,
the characters allow little real communication among themselves. Eventually, a few manage to overcome their
personal isolation. However, for the most part, the restaurant becomes a metaphor for the lack of meaningful
interaction among human beings and for the transitory nature of human relationships. The play is Edward
Hopper’s painting Nighthawks, transferred from an urban to a rural location. At the conclusion of the play,
the diner once again stands empty and alone.
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