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Bevis of Hampton

Characters Discussed

Bevis, a knight and the heir to the estate of Hampton. When he is seven years old, his father is murdered by
his mother’s lover. the assassin is beaten into senselessness by the child, whose mother, fearing further
disturbances, sells him to slave merchants who take him to a Saracen court. Favorably impressing the Saracen
king, he receives many honors. As a knight, he passes through a series of remarkable exploits before he
marries the king’s daughter, wins several kingdoms, and regains his rightful inheritance.

Josyan, the daughter of Bevis’ Saracen master. She marries Bevis after his many brave knightly adventures.
Ermyn, a Saracen king, Josyan’s father, into whose court Bevis goes as a slave.

Sir Murdour, the murderer of Bevis’ father and usurper of Hampton.

Ascapard, the giant who becomes Bevis’ page boy after the knight has subdued him.

Saber, a knight, the uncle and ally of Bevis.

Inor and

Bradmond, Saracen kings and enemies of Bevis.

Guy and

Mile, sons of Bevis of Hampton and Josyan.

King Edgar, the enemy of Bevis and Saber. To end a savage war, he agrees to give his daughter in marriage to
Bevis’ son, Mile.
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