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Anna Christie

Chris Christopherson, once a seaman on globe-circling windjammers, is now captain of a coal barge, where he
lives with an aging prostitute. Years before, Chris’s wife moved with their daughter, Anna, from Sweden to
Minnesota to live on a relative’s farm.

Unexpectedly, Anna sends Chris a postcard announcing her first visit in 20 years. Chris, wanting to look
respectable, allows his companion to leave. Anna arrives. Her dress and demeanor suggest that she is a
prostitute, but Chris is blind to this.

Anna loves the barge and the sea. One night, she and Chris hear cries for help and rescue five sailors from a
foundering boat. The rescued Mat Burke takes a fancy to Anna, and she falls in love with him, seeing in him
her chance for a better life.

Chris is jealous; he hates Mat. They fight over Anna, who feels like a chattel, as she did in her past
prostitution, which she now admits to Mat and Chris. Appalled, they leave the barge. Ultimately, Chris returns
and decides to ship out to Capetown aboard the Londonderry and send money to Anna so that she can gain
respectability. Ironically, Mat has also signed on the Londonderry. Finally, Chris and Mat reconcile, and Anna
plans to marry Mat.

The ending suggests the pessimistic Nietzschean theme of eternal recurrence. Anna now faces the same lonely
existence that ruined her mother’s life and that caused her grandmother, wife and mother of sailors, to die of
a broken heart.
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