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Carried by David Plante’s keen psychological interest in the details of his characters’ inner lives, THE
ACCIDENT demonstrates his ability to tell a tightly crafted story in which every element counts toward the
eventual revelation. Building on his own experience of studying abroad at the Catholic University of Louvain
in Belgium in the fall of 1959, Plante presents an unnamed narrator who, thrust in to the same situation,
desperately tries to come to terms with the intellectual challenge his life represents to him.

THE ACCIDENT develops its theme of spiritual quest primarily through its narrator’s interactions with a
small group of fellow American students, each of whom represents a different alternative to the questions
consuming the narrator: the self-conscious poser Vincent Vosac; the compassionate believer Tom Donlon;
and the blunt, rebellious Karen Larvens. Their fates are inextricably meshed with the narrator’s when their
rented car crashes en route to Spain, a place of magical attraction for the protagonist.

With Tom the only casualty, and Vincent symbolically punished for his reckless driving with a prolonged
hospital stay, the narrator is shocked into a sudden awareness of both the beauty and the transitory nature of
life, a new awareness he shares with the similarly jolted Karen. It is now that the reader discovers that Plante
has cleverly hidden his highly symbolic and profoundly moral message behind the narrator’s pretentious
flippancy, and that the stark realism of his prose camouflages the great artistic deliberation with which the
novel is put together. A reader who can forgive the characters their never-ceasing, at times deadening
earnestness, and who is fascinated by the struggles of the protagonist, will enjoy THE ACCIDENT
tremendously.

Sources for Further Study

America. CLXV, July 20, 1991, p. 49.

Atlanta Journal Constitution. June 23, 1991, p. N9.

Booklist. LXXXVII, February 1, 1991, p. 1099.

Kirkus Reviews. LIX, February 15, 1991, p. 207.

Library Journal. CXVI, March 15, 1991, p. 117.

Los Angeles Times. August 9, 1991, p. E10.

The New York Times Book Review. XCVI, June 23, 1991, p. 10.

Publishers Weekly. CCXXXVIII, March 8, 1991, p. 67.

The Washington Post Book World. XXI, May 19, 1991, p. 4.

The Accident: The Accident

The Accident 1



Copyright Notice

©2010 eNotes.com, Inc.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
No part of this work covered by the copyright hereon may be reproduced or used in any form or by any means
graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, taping, Web distribution or information
storage retrieval systems without the written permission of the publisher.

For complete copyright information, please see the online version of this work:
http://www.enotes.com/accident-david-plante-salem

The Accident: The Accident

Copyright Notice 2


	The Accident: The Accident

