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Absolute Truths

With the completion of this work, Susan Howatch completes her series about the Church of England in
middle years of the twentieth century. The series, which begins in 1937 and concludes in 1968, uses multiple
narrators, although it does open and close with Charles Ashworth in the central role.

ABSOLUTE TRUTHS finds Charles Ashworth still Bishop of Starbridge and beset on all sides with problems
and dilemmas. First, there is the recurring difficulty with Neville Aysgarth, with whom relations have not
improved one wit since the events described in SCANDALOUS RISKS. Aysgarth is playing fast and loose
with church funds, and Ashworth is uncertain of how to save the Dean of Starbridge Cathedral from the
consequences of his latest indiscretion. As he ponders this dilemma, Ashworth determines that his sons are
rapidly becoming an embarrassment to themselves and possibly the human race. Charles is desperately
seeking a method whereby to survive a career as a parish priest without substantial damage to an already
seriously compromised ego. Meanwhile, the youngest son, Michael, appears completely unable to accept
anything resembling the conventional lifestyle expected of the son of an Anglican bishop. Fortunately, his
beloved wife Lyle is able to offer Ashworth the sage advice which keeps him from shooting Aysgarth,
committing Charles to an asylum, and sending Michael off to the colonies as a remittance man. After Lyle
unexpectedly dies, however, everything goes off the rails at once, and Ashworth must deal with successive
crises and catastrophes with barely time for a glass of sherry.

Susan Howatch has such an eye for detail. Nevertheless, those who open her books would not begrudge her a
single observation of even the most trivial nature as the totality conceals literary gold.

Sources for Further Study
Booklist. XCI, December 1, 1994, p. 635.

The Christian Century. CXII, October 25, 1995, p. 993.
Commonweal. CXXII, June 16, 1995, p. 22.

Kirkus Reviews. LXII, November 15, 1994, p. 1486.
Library Journal. CXX, January, 1995, p. 137.

Los Angeles Times Book Review. February 12, 1995, p. 2.
The Observer. May 1, 1994, p. 4.

Publishers Weekly. CCXLI, December 5, 1994, p. 66.

The Washington Post Book World. XXV, January 29, 1995, p. 2.

Absolute Truths 1



Absolute Truths: Absolute Truths

Copyright Notice

©2009 eNotes.com, Inc.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this work covered by the copyright hereon may be reproduced or used in any form or by any means
graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, taping, Web distribution or information

storage retrieval systems without the written permission of the publisher.

For complete copyright information, please see the online version of this work:
http://www .enotes.com/absolute-truths-salem

Copyright Notice 2



	Absolute Truths: Absolute Truths

