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The Work

Before publishing A Farewell to Arms, Ernest Hemingway complained bitterly about his editor’s acting as
censor, removing unsavory words that conveyed important truths about war and love. Despite his editor’s
efforts, reviews of the novel often asked if it were art or “dirt.” Several cities in the United States banned the
book briefly because of its language. Italy’s Fascist government banned the book because it depicted the
cowardice and atrocities of Italian soldiers during the retreat at Caporetto during World War I. The
government also forced cuts in a 1932 film adaptation.

Over the years, the book continued to draw fire, especially when taught in U.S. public schools. During the
1980’s, the American Library Association listed the novel as perennially challenged for three primary
reasons: sex and debauchery; violent deaths and senseless brutality; and belief in a universe indifferent to
people’s suffering. Despite critical acclaim for the book—its honest description of war, unique writing style,
and timeless story of tragic lovers—it continues to be challenged as “pacifist propaganda” and
“un-American.”
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